Postcopulatory sexual selection (PCSS) arises via traits that are expressed during and after mating and that increase the likelihood of an individual gaining fertilizations, relative to other members of the same sex (Birkhead & Pizzari, 2002; Pitnick & Hosken, 2010) . It can be seen as the combination of selection pressures arising from sperm competition and cryptic female choice. Sperm competition is defined as the competition between the sperm of different males to fertilize the ova of a given female (Parker, 1970; Simmons, 2001) . Cryptic female choice is the biasing of paternity by females towards some males over others (Eberhard, 1996; Thornhill, 1983) .
In order for inter-or intra-sexual competition to continue after mating there must be a risk that a female will mate more than once before any eggs are fertilized. Therefore, PCSS is commonly said to be a consequence of multiple mating by females (e.g. Birkhead & Pizzari, 2002; Pitnick & Hosken, 2010) . While this is true, a distinction needs to be made here between multiple mating at the population level and at the individual level. It is the average risk that a female will remate (or the average number of matings she may be expected to have) that leads to PCSS, and this is dependent on the population level female mating rate (Parker, 1970; Simmons, 2001) . At the individual level, some females may remate more than others and at different intervals, so that there will be variation in the mated status of females in the population, and in the number of male ejaculates present in the reproductive tract of a given female at a given time. We note that sperm competition can and does also occur in externally fertilizing species in which competition does not occur inside the female reproductive tract (e.g. Ball & Parker, 1996; Fitzpatrick, Simmons, & Evans, 2012; Smith, Warren, Rouchet, & Reichard, 2014) . For the purposes of this discussion we focus on internally fertilizing species. We also note that the focus on multiple matings here is for convenience; again what really matters for PCSS is the number of inseminations the average female receives. This distinction is important as in many species not all matings result in successful insemination (e.g. García-Gonz alez, 2004; Greenway & Shuker, 2015; Greenway, Dougherty, & Shuker, 2015) .
In this commentary, we address the definition of postcopulatory sexual selection as we believe that there is the potential for misinterpretation of PCSS theory with respect to the relationship between PCSS and multiple mating. We use this contribution to outline explicitly the relationship between PCSS and multiple mating in females as we see it. We show how there can be PCSS acting on males or females in either the presence or absence of simultaneously competing ejaculates. We also consider different ways of measuring PCSS acting on male traits, and discuss how PCSS can be measured using either a single-mating or multiple-
